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XL Obfervations made by Mr. John Bar- 
tram, at Penfilvania, on the Yett&wifh Wafp 
of that Country : In a Letter to Mr. Pe- 
ter Collinfbn, F. R. S. 

Read Feb. 24. T Saw feverai of thefe wafps flying about 
,?63# JL aheap of fandy loam: they fettled on 
it, and very nijnbly fcratched away the fand with 
their fore feet, to find their nefts, whilft they held 
a large fly under their wings with one of their other 
feet : they crept with it into the hole, that lead to the 
neft, and ftaid there about three minutes, when they 
came out. With their hind feet, they threw the fand 
fo dexteroufly over the hole, as not to be difcovered : 
then taking flight, foon returned with more fik$ y 
fettled down, uncovered the hole, and entered in 
with their prey. 

This extraordinary operation railed my curiofity to 
try to find the entrance, but the fand fell in fo faft* 
that I was prevented, until by repeated eflays I was fo 
lucky astofindone. It was fix inches in the ground, 
and at the farther end lay a large magot, near an inch 
long, thickas afmallgoofe quill, with feverai flies near 
it, and the remains of many more. Thefe flies are 
provided for the magot to feed on, before it changes 
into the nymph ftate : then it eats no more until! it 
attains to a perfeft wafp. 

The order of providence is very remarkable, in 
preferring the different ways and 7 means for this 
tribe of infefts to perpetuate their feverai fpecies, no 

doubt 
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doubt for good ends and purpofes, with which we 
may not be well acquainted, but moft likely, for the 
prey and food of other animaTs. 

One kind of Wafp fabricates aft oblong fteft of pa- 
per-like Cdntpofition foil of cells for the harbour of 
its young, and hangs it on the branch of a tree. 

Some build nefts of clay, and feed their young 
with fpiders ; others fuftain them with large green 
grafifeoppeifs : then there are thofe, that build combs 
on the ground (like ours in England) to nouriHi a 
numerous brood. 

But this yellowifii wafp takes a diffident method, 
with great pains digging a hole in the ground,, lays its 
egg, which feon turns to a magot, then catches flies 
to ftipport it, until it conags to maturity. 

The wifdom of Providence is admirable, by gwing 
annually a check to this prolific brood of ncsxioas 
infe£ts> in permitting aii the males to die, which are 
the moft numerous of the family; only referring 
a few impregnated females of each fpecfes, to conti- 
nue their race to awother year. 

Whereas bees, whofe labouns are fo bewkficial to 
mankind, always fwvhre the winter to isrife mw co- 
lonies. 
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